Denver‐Salt Lake City
Convention
May 24–30, 2013
The ERA will host its 2013 convention in two of America’s most dynamic and fast growing metropolises —
Denver and Salt Lake City, the largest cities in the U.S. between Texas and the West Coast. This will be the
ERA’s second Denver convention (the first was in the mid 1990s when Denver’s starter light rail system was all
of five miles long), and its first in Salt Lake City. Along with our visits to Los Angeles in 2009 and Portland in
2010, our visit to Denver and Salt Lake City will round out the ERA conventions we’ve had in North American
cities with the fastest growing light rail systems.
The Denver‐Boulder‐Aurora metropolitan area is home to 3.2 million people and is nicknamed the “Mile High
City”, situated exactly 5,280 feet above sea level with a 140‐mile vista of the Rocky Mountains to the west.
From the opening of its 5.3‐mile starter line in October 1994, Denver’s Regional Transportation District (RTD)
light rail system has grown to a 39‐mile, five line, 36 station system carrying 69,000 passengers daily, making
it the nation’s eighth busiest light rail system.
The Utah Transit Authority (UTA) serves the Salt Lake City metropolitan area, home to 1.2 million people.
Starting in 1999, UTA’s TRAX light rail system has grown to 35 miles, carrying 56,000 passengers a day,
making it the nation’s ninth busiest light rail system. Along with UTA’s 88 miles of commuter rail connecting
Provo on the south through Salt Lake City to Ogden to the north, Salt Lake City has seen the fastest growth
of rail transit in any American city, from nothing to almost 125 miles in less than 15 years!
Both cities have a great deal to see for both traction enthusiasts and their spouses/significant others. Our
convention features day trips to the Fort Collins Municipal Railway, the spectacular Pikes Peak Cog Railway,
and a group trip from Denver to Salt Lake City through the Colorado Rockies on Amtrak’s California Zephyr,
one of the great train journeys of the world. So mark your calendars for May 25–30, 2013 and plan to join us!
Note: this convention begins May 24 in Denver and ends on May 30 in Salt Lake City.

Denver and Salt Lake City Convention Headquarters Hotels
Denver, Colorado: The luxurious Magnolia Hotel is our headquarters in Denver and site of our 2013 Annual
Banquet. This 13‐story, 246‐room hotel began its life in 1911 as the First National Bank building. Re‐opened in
1995 as a hotel after three years and $20 million in extensive renovations, the building reflects its original
appearance, including terra cotta details and the addition of a replica corner clock. Of particular interest to
our membership, the Magnolia is located adjacent to the main downtown light rail loop and is only one block
from Denver’s renowned 16th Street pedestrian mall. Members will be able to dine at over 100 restaurants
and other entertainment venues or take the free, high frequency MallRide low‐floor buses to LoDo, the Lower

Downtown historic district with attractions such as Larimer Square shopping and restaurants, Coors Field
(baseball) and the Wynkoop Brewing Company. The Colorado State Capitol building, Denver Art Museum,
Denver Museum of Contemporary Art and the Platte River Valley area with its Centennial Gardens and
Commons Park are all nearby. Spouses/significant others interested in sights other than traction can visit the
above local attractions on their own or book tours at their own expense with the Magnolia Hotel’s concierge
to sites such as magnificent Rocky Mountain National Park, elegant Estes Park or the exciting college town of
Boulder (also reachable on RTD express bus “B”). Contact the Magnolia Hotel’s concierge desk for more
information at denverconcierge@magnoliahotels.com or call 303‐607‐0808.
The ERA has secured the special rate of $112 per night (not including taxes), single or double occupancy, for
check‐in from May 24, 2013 through check‐out on May 28, 2013 (plus three days prior and post these dates,
depending on availability). With this rate, guests will enjoy more amenities than at most other hotels, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Complimentary All‐American breakfast buffet (6 am to 9 am weekdays; 7 am to 10 am weekends);
Complimentary guest reception serving beer, wine and soft drinks (5:30 pm to 6:30 pm);
Complimentary bedtime cookie buffet with milk (8 pm to 10 pm);
Complimentary wired and wireless internet in guestrooms and wireless internet throughout the hotel;
In‐house Starbucks coffee shop.

In addition, king bed suites, including a bedroom, modern kitchen and large living space with separate dining
area will be available to the first 20 single ERA members or couples that book (one king bed is in the room,
not two beds). Use the special access code when reviewing the hotel reservation page (last page).
Salt Lake City, Utah: The AAA Four Diamond‐rated Little America Hotel will be ERA’s home base in Salt
Lake City and features 400 square foot garden rooms with French provincial furniture, complimentary in‐
room internet access, and an indoor‐outdoor pool. It is located within one block of UTA TRAX’s Courthouse
Station, the junction of all light rail lines. From Courthouse Station our members can ride TRAX cars free in 10
minutes or less to the various attractions within Downtown Salt Lake City including historic Temple Square,
home to the Mormon Salt Lake Temple, Tabernacle and other buildings; the Utah State Capitol; the 1910 Rio
Grande Depot; the 30‐acre outdoor Gateway Center mall with streets and plazas reminiscent of European
town centers; and the high‐end 20‐store City Creek Center, anchored by Macy’s and Nordstrom.
The ERA has secured the special rate of $89 per night (not including taxes), single or double occupancy, for
check‐in from May 28, 2013 through check‐out on May 31, 2013 (plus three days prior and post these dates,
depending on availability).
Given our experience with past conventions, these rooms will be booked quickly and to capacity once this
convention flyer reaches our membership. The cut‐off date for reservations is May 6, 2013 (May 7, 2013 in
Salt Lake City), OR when our room block has been fully booked, whichever occurs earlier. The Little
America Hotel advises that they may accept reservations above and beyond the ERA‐contracted room
block pending availability.

Itinerary
Friday, May 24
We will be departing on our first excursion early Saturday morning, so the ERA urges members to plan on
arriving no later than Friday evening.

Saturday, May 25
We will leave the Magnolia Hotel at 8:00 am sharp (breakfast will be available at 7 am) on our chartered motor
coach for Manitou Springs, just outside Colorado Springs, for a ride on the spectacular Pikes Peak Cog
Railway, as close as one can get to a Swiss Alpine experience in North America. We will take a three‐hour
round trip to the summit of Pikes Peak, 14,100 feet above sea level (that’s almost three miles), the world’s
highest cog railway (by comparison, Mt. Washington’s summit is only 6,288 feet above sea level). A 30‐
minute stop at the summit is included in the round trip as a rest stop; enjoy the magnificent panoramic view
at the top, or use the opportunity to buy snacks and souvenirs. Please dress appropriately for the stop at
the summit and ensure that you have no health issues that would preclude a journey to 14,000 feet.
After our visit to the Pikes Peak Cog Railway and a lunch stop, we will proceed to the Pikes Peak Historic
Street Railway Foundation & Museum in Colorado Springs. This small trolley museum contains model
displays and restoration shops and is promoting the return of streetcar operation on the streets of Colorado
Springs. Featured rolling stock includes two Denver Tramways Company streetcars, a PCC car, and a
Southern Pacific baggage car containing artifacts of the Rock Island Railroad. A Philadelphia PCC car
currently operates on a 600‐foot test track. There are also outstanding models and a good gift shop. We will
return to the Magnolia Hotel before 6 pm, in time either for the Magnolia’s daily beer, wine and soft drink
guest reception, or riding on the Denver light rail system outside of the hotel.
Evening activities are on your own. Outstanding dining opportunities abound along the 16th Street Mall,
featuring most national chain restaurants as well as great local dining opportunities concentrated in the LoDo
historic district near the hotel, reachable on foot or with the free 16th Street MallRide. Sports fans will be
close to Coors Field, home of the Colorado Rockies baseball team. The Temple Buell Theater is also nearby.

Sunday, May 26
We will leave the Magnolia Hotel at 9 am and travel by chartered coach to the Colorado Railway Museum in
Golden, Colorado. The museum features narrow gauge and standard equipment, from a steam locomotive
once used on the Pikes Peak Cog Railway to a 317‐ton Burlington Route steam locomotive and also a set of
streamlined 1950s diesels from the Rio Grande. We’ll see the famous Galloping Goose self‐propelled rail bus
that ran on the narrow gauge Rio Grande Southern in southwestern Colorado, and the only preserved
standard gauge Rio Grande steam locomotive, No. 687, a 2‐8‐0 built in 1890 and retired in 1955.
After a lunch stop, we will visit the Fort Collins Municipal Railway, a heritage trolley operation. Fort Collins is
renowned as the last city in the U.S. to operate the four‐wheel Birney trolley cars, a car built in the thousands
from 1917 through 1930 and operated around the world. The regular 6.2‐mile Fort Collins operation was
discontinued in 1951. A volunteer group of citizens rebuilt the original Mountain Avenue track and restored

Car 21 to like‐new condition and returned it to operation on the authentic tree‐lined route in 1984. The
current length of the line of 1.5 miles was reached in 1986.
Our planned return to Denver is for 6 pm to allow time to prepare for the Annual Banquet.

Sunday Night, May 26
ERA’s Annual Banquet will be held in a private room at the Magnolia Hotel. An hour‐long informal reception
and cash bar will begin at 7:00 pm, and dinner will follow promptly at 8:00 pm. At the time of printing, our
confirmed guest speaker is Kevin Flynn, Public Information Manager of Denver FasTracks Commuter Rail
project, connecting Downtown Denver with the Denver International Airport (DEN). Kevin’s presentation will
cover Denver RTD’s FasTracks program, one of the country’s most ambitious rail transit expansion programs.
The RTD FasTracks program calls for 122 miles of new rail service, 18 miles of new bus rapid transit and
21,000 new parking spaces. In fact, RTD’s new West Line will open its first leg just about a month before
ERA’s arrival. This is a program not to be missed.

Monday, May 27
We will leave the Magnolia Hotel at 8:45 am and walk to the nearby RTD light rail stop for a 9:00 am tour of
the system on a light rail train arranged for the ERA. This 4.5‐hour tour will cover not only the five routes
operating in three existing corridors but also the new West Line from Downtown Denver to the Jefferson
County Service Center which will have opened in April 2013. Photo stops will be made where safe for our
group and while maintaining our planned schedule. This tour will terminate at approximately 1:30 pm at the
RTD’s Union Station, close to the 1914 Union Station, currently under redevelopment as the Denver RTD’s
premier transit and development hub. Members can have lunch at nearby restaurants in the LoDo district.
The Union Station area is currently the terminal for two light rail lines, the MallRide, several regional RTD bus
lines and Amtrak. Once completed in 2014, Union Station will become the transit hub for all Denver bus
routes terminating Downtown (with a new underground bus terminal) as well as additional light rail and
commuter rail services. The station and surrounding 19.5 acres are the foundation of an emerging $900
million retail, office and residential complex, developed and managed under RTD’s FasTracks program.
After lunch, we will take the 15‐minute walk from Union Station, passing by the South Platte Valley’s
redeveloped complex of three contiguous parks: Centennial Park, Confluence Park and Commons Park. The
20‐acre parkland was unveiled in 2001. We will take a 25‐minute round trip ride on the Denver Tramway
Heritage Society’s Platte Valley Trolley, a replica open‐air trolley car that operates along the banks of the
South Platte River. The South Platte River Valley has been successfully transformed from what was once a
weed and trash strewn rail yard. Today’s activities on the Platte Valley Trolley conclude at approximately 4:30
pm. The rest of the day is on your own. Get to bed early as tomorrow is an early and exciting start to one of
this convention’s highlights!

Tuesday, May 28
Early start! Check out from the Magnolia Hotel. A chartered bus will depart the hotel at 6:30 am and transport
you and your luggage to the Amtrak station to catch the California Zephyr to Salt Lake City. The California
Zephyr passes through the famous 6.2‐mile Moffat Tunnel, Glenwood Canyon, the Rocky Mountains, the
Continental Divide, the switchbacks of Soldiers’ Summit and the Utah Desert. This varied and spectacular
scenery makes the California Zephyr one of the world’s magnificent train journeys.
The California Zephyr, Amtrak train #5, leaves Denver at 8:05 am and arrives in Salt Lake City at 11:05 pm.
ERA members will be seated in one car or two adjacent hi‐level passenger cars. Members are free to sit in the
observation car(s), space permitting and enjoy meals in either the snack car or dining car. A chartered bus will
transfer members and luggage from Salt Lake Central Station to the Little America Hotel. Our tour price
includes your Amtrak ticket and bus transfers. On‐board meals and snacks are at your own expense.
IMPORTANT NOTES BELOW
1. The number of seats available for the Amtrak group trip is limited to 70 persons. If and when we
sell out, no more seats are available for the group ticket, and there will be no exceptions. Your
choices are then to: (a) attempt to purchase a seat on the train on your own through Amtrak; (b) travel
by Greyhound, fastest trip is ten hours (under $100 one‐way), or (c) fly (about $150 to $210 one way).
2. While we are not aware of any scheduled detours at the time of printing, Amtrak periodically
detours the California Zephyr over an alternate route for maintenance, via Wyoming and Utah
rather than the regular Colorado/Utah route, often with little notice. If this occurs, this route is
also scenic and faster, 10–11 hours. No refunds will be given if Amtrak uses this alternate route.

Wednesday, May 29
We will leave the Courthouse Station adjacent to the Little America Hotel at 8:20 am sharp for a tour of all
UTA/TRAX light rail lines. We will travel on all three TRAX lines on our own train, including the line to Salt Lake
City International Airport (SLC) that will open on April 14, 2013. While a modern system, TRAX lines feature a
wide variety of traditional trolley operations from the high speed line to Sandy, Utah, to the line to the
University of Utah operating in the middle of the street, to private right‐of‐way operations between major
boulevards. UTA personnel will make photo stops where safe and not interfering with revenue operations. The
tour includes a lunch stop (on your own), and return to the Little American Hotel by 4:40 pm.

Wednesday, May 29 night
We will leave the light rail Courthouse stop near the Little America Hotel at 5:30 pm sharp and travel to Salt
Lake Central Station. We will enjoy a ride north on UTA’s FrontRunner commuter train to Ogden, Utah.
FrontRunner operates one of the highest frequency commuter rail services in North America outside of the
New York/New Jersey/Connecticut metropolitan area with half‐hour headways for most weekday service. We
have reserved space at the Union Grill Ogden, located inside historic Ogden Union Station. The Union Grill
features a wide and delicious dinner menu. Menus can be reviewed at: http://www.uniongrillogden.com/. The
May 29 tour price includes all train fares. Members will order off of the menu and pay for their own dinners.
Prior to our 7 pm dinner, members will have time to stroll through the small Utah State Railroad Museum at

Union Station as well as the 1924 Spanish Colonial Revival station, whose grand lobby was restored to
original condition in 1977. We will leave the restaurant at 9 pm for our return trip to Salt Lake City.

Thursday May 30
If you are departing this afternoon, make sure that you have checked out from the Little America Hotel and
stored your bags prior to this trip. We will leave the Courthouse Station near the hotel at 8:45 am sharp to
travel to Salt Lake Central Station. We will travel on the southern leg of the FrontRunner commuter rail line
from Salt Lake City to Provo, Utah, and return. This section just opened in late 2012. After our rail trip,
charter buses will take us to the FrontRunner Warm Springs maintenance facility. After the visit, the charter
buses will return to the Little America Hotel by 1:30 pm. Members will have enough time to pick up their
baggage, and for the buses to drop them off at Salt Lake City International Airport by 3 pm for pm flights.

Logistical Information
Reaching the Magnolia Hotel, 818 17th Street, Downtown Denver
From Denver International Airport (DIA): Board the convenient Denver RTD SkyRide route “AF” express bus
at DIA and take it to Market Street Station in Downtown Denver. From outside Market Street Station, board
a free low‐floor 16th Street MallRide bus and take it to Stout Street (buses run every five minutes or better).
Walk one block east to 17th Street. The hotel is located on 17th Street, between Stout and Champa Streets.
Route “AF” buses run every 30 minutes during rush hours and every 60 minutes otherwise. The 25‐mile trip to
Downtown Denver takes approximately 60 minutes. As of November 16, fares are $11 one way, $5.50 for
seniors 65 years and older. Have your exact fare ready; operators do not make change, although fare
machines will take $1, $5 and $10 bills. More information on schedules and fares can be found at:
www.rtd‐denver.com. This bus option is far cheaper than taking a taxi 25 miles into Downtown Denver.
From Amtrak: During reconstruction of historic Union Station, the relocated Amtrak station is
approximately 1.5 miles from the Magnolia Hotel. We recommend taking a taxi from the station to the hotel.

Please note!
Scheduled times given in this flyer are subject to change. Daily trip itineraries may be changed without prior
notice to ensure on‐time return at the end of each day. Announcements will be made to update guests on
essential information during all ERA events. Providing your phone number (and email address, if any) on
your registration form is important in case the Amtrak train block of seats sells out.
If you have questions regarding the itinerary or accommodations, please contact Bob Newhouser, ERA
president and convention chairman, by e‐mail at bnnyc1955@aol.com or call him at 917‐482‐4235.

So join us in in Denver and Salt Lake City for Memorial Day weekend 2013!
The 2013 ERA Convention covers two of the fastest growing urban rail systems, the iconic Pikes Peak Cog
Railway, the Colorado Railway Museum, Fort Collins Birney cars and the California Zephyr train. This is a trip
not to be missed. Please join us!

2013 Convention Ticket Order Form
For ERA Event Tickets, Please Complete This Coupon and Send To:
Electric Railroaders’ Association, Inc.
Please enclose a stamped, self‐addressed envelope with this coupon
P. O. Box 3323
and make check or money order payable to the E.R.A. Thank you.
New York, NY 10163‐3323
NOTE SPECIAL EARLY ORDER DEADLINES FOR THE 2013 CONVENTION! READ CAREFULLY!
1) If you plan on joining us on the Amtrak California Zephyr Trip, we must receive your entire ticket order for all trips by
Monday, April 8, 2013. This is based Amtrak’s deadline, not ERA’s, so book early. No exceptions will be made! In addition,
the ERA Amtrak group ticket is limited to 70 reservations. NOTE THAT THIS TRAIN MAY SELL OUT BEFORE APRIL 8!
Once this block of train tickets is sold out, no additional orders for this train can be accommodated.
2) If you do not plan on taking the Amtrak trip, please ensure that we receive your ticket order no later than Monday, May 6,
2013, the same deadline as for hotel reservations.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
I / we will be staying at the Magnolia Hotel in Denver:

Yes

I / we will be staying at the Little America Hotel in Salt Lake City:

No
Yes

No

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ Ages(s): ________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________ State ___________________ Zip Code: _____________________
Home Phone: ___________________________________________ Business Phone: ______________________________________
Cellphone (optional): _____________________________________ Email address: _______________________________________
YOUR ERA TICKET ORDER
Yes, I plan to attend the ERA’s 2013 convention in Denver and Salt Lake City. Please send me tickets for the following events:
# of Tickets
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Pikes Peak Cog Railway/Pikes Peak Historical Street Railway
Saturday, May 25
Fort Collins Municipal Railway/Colorado Railway Museum
Sunday, May 26
Banquet and Presentation (Select one of three entrees below*)
Sunday, May 26
Denver RTD Light Rail Tour/Platte Valley Trolley
Monday, May 27
Amtrak California Zephyr Train from Denver to Salt Lake
Tuesday, May 28
(Includes chartered bus transfers at both origin and destination stations)
_____ Salt Lake City UTA Trax Light Rail/FrontRunner to Ogden
Wednesday, May 29
_____ UTA FrontRunner, Salt Lake City to Provo, Round Trip
Thursday, May 30
(Plus bus transfer for shop tour and drop off at Airport)
_____ OR, Combination Ticket for all of the above
(Note: Combination ticket is a $40 savings over purchasing each trip individually)
*Banquet: Check one entrée:
Parmesan Herb Crusted Breast of Chicken
Pan Seared Rocky Mountain Trout
Seasonal Vegetarian Ravioli

$75 each: _______
$50 each: _______
$65 each: _______
$30 each: _______
$135 each: _______
$35 each: _______
$35 each: _______
$385 each: _______

TOTAL ($) _______

PROCEED TO NEXT PAGE FOR MAKING HOTEL RESERVATIONS IN DENVER AND SALT LAKE CITY!

Making Your Magnolia Hotel (Denver) Reservation by Phone or Online:
You may register by phone by calling the Magnolia Hotel at 1‐888‐915‐1110 and ask for the “Electric Railroaders’ Association Room Block.”
You may also register at the hotel’s website at http://tinyurl.com/blt8ffa
Going to this link will automatically bring up the discounted rates of $112 per night (plus 14.85% sales tax) for one or two persons per room. Under
Guest Type, select “Attendee”. The Magnolia offers two types of accommodations: King Room with a single king bed, or a Double Queen room.
For those of you who book early and only require a one‐bed King room, the hotel has offered 20 King Suite rooms with living, dining and
kitchen areas as well as the bedroom. When registering, select Guest Type “I have an access code” and enter the access code: DEN‐GF2292
If King Suite rooms are still available, your reservation will be confirmed. You may request “King Suite” rooms by phone, if available.
To obtain the discount $112 single or double occupancy rate (plus 14.85% sales tax), please book as soon as possible; all reservations must be
guaranteed with a credit card and cancellation must be received more than 24 hours prior to arrival for full refund. The room rates are offered for
the nights of May 24–27, as well as three days post and prior, based on availability. These rates expire after May 6, 2013 OR when the ERA room
block sells out, whichever occurs earlier.

NOTE: The Magnolia Hotel does not accept reservations by U.S. mail. Please make your reservation by phone or online.
Making Your Little America Hotel (Salt Lake City) Reservation by Phone or Online:
You may register by phone by calling the Little America Hotel at 1‐800‐437‐5288‐and ask for the “ERA 2013 Block”. You may also register at the
hotel’s web site at: http://tinyurl.com/dy7vr2s
Going to this link will automatically bring up the discounted rates of $89 per night (plus tax), for one or two persons per room. The Little America
hotel offers two types of accommodations: “Garden King Room” with a single King Bed” or a “Garden 2 Queens” room with two Queen beds in the
room. To obtain the $89 single or double occupancy rate, plus 12.61% sales tax, please book as soon as possible. The room rates are offered
for the nights of May 28th through May 30th, as well as three days post and prior, based on availability. These discounted rates expire after
May 7, 2013 . If the initial room block sells out before May 7, 2013, additional rooms may be offered by the hotel on an availability basis.

Little America Hotel (Salt Lake City) Reservation Request by Mail – Electric Railroaders’ Association
Please complete this coupon and mail to: The Little America Hotel, ATTN: Housing Department, 500 S. Main St, Salt Lake City, UT 84101

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________________ State ___________________ Zip Code: ___________________
Home Phone: ________________________________________________ Business Phone: ____________________________________
Room Type:

King Room (one king size bed, up to 2 persons in a room)
Double Queen Room (two queen size beds, up to 4 persons in a room)

No. of persons in room:

1 person ($89 per night plus 12.61% tax)

2 persons ($89 per night plus 12.61% tax) Amount Enclosed:

Arrival Date: _________________ Departure Date: _________________ Person Sharing Room (if applicable) ___________________
Credit Card Guarantee:

American Express

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

Diners Club

Credit Card Number: ________________________________________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________
Credit Card Security Code (3 or 4 digits): ________________________
Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
DEPOSIT REQUIREMENTS: To guarantee your reservation you must send a one‐night’s deposit. If you are not using a credit card, please enclose
a check or money order payable to the GRAND & LITTLE AMERICA HOTELS with this coupon. Please include c/o Ms. Cynthia Shala, Conference
Services Manager, in your address. Please note! If a credit card is used as a form of guarantee, the credit card will NOT be charged unless a late
cancel fee OR reservation No Show fee applies.
CANCELLATIONS: Cancellation must be received 24 hrs prior to arrival for refund. Your cancellation number MUST be obtained to ensure refund.

