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OMNY NOW AVAILABLE IN ALL SUBWAY STATIONS 

On December 31, 2020, MTA officials 
tapped into the final subway station to be 
equipped with OMNY readers, marking the 
completion of the year-and-a-half-long rollout 
of the MTA’s state-of-the-art, new contactless 
fare payment system that will ultimately re-
place MetroCard completely in 2023. Earlier 
in the week, officials also turned on OMNY 
readers on all Brooklyn and Queens bus 
routes. The completed installation of over 

15,000 OMNY readers at all 472 stations, on 
all 5,800 buses and at Staten Island Railway 
stations represents the culmination of the 
first major phase of the multi-year project. 

Currently, customers can use OMNY to pay 
their fares by tapping contactless bank cards 
or smart devices equipped with digital wallets 
on OMNY readers. The “bring-your-own-
media" approach will always remain the most 

(Continued on page 2) 

This Month’s 
Cover Photo: 
San Diego MTS U2 1005 
(Düwag, 1980) leads two 
other U2s on Park Blvd at 
Island Ave on 5/8/2005. 
Jeff Erlitz photograph 

Closeup of OMNY-equipped turnstiles, at Grand Avenue MR station. 
Subutay Musluoglu photograph 
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS EXPRESSES ITS DEEPEST 
APPRECIATION FOR 31 MEMBER DONATIONS 

IN DECEMBER, 2020 

ERA is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt corporation. Your donations are fully tax deductible and can be made either with 
your 2021 renewal, or by using our donation form on our website: www.erausa.org/donate. Your donation helps to 
maintain ERA’s 87-year-long tradition of traction education and entertainment! 

AMOUNT DONOR(S)   

$250 to $300 Frederick Maloney Lawrence Sell Ronald Yee 
  Anthony Reid Victor Spector   
        
$100 to $249 Graeme Birchall Henry Posner III Edward Spinella 
        
$50 to $99 Howard Benn Philip Gengler Andrew Ludasi 
  William Erland Michael Goldstein Leslie Sugai 
        
$5 to $49 Eric Allen Dr. Charles Feuer Gregory Katkowski 
  Eric Bohlert Michael Glikin Jay Morgenthal 
  David Burnett Andrew Grahl Eric Oszustowicz 
  Phillip Copp Brian Hager Peter Stein 
  Fred Eisinger Ephraim Isralewitz Lee Winson 
  Alan Englander Richard Kaplan   

convenient and environmentally-friendly approach to 
paying the fare for subways and buses. To continue to 
educate customers on the benefits of OMNY, the MTA is 
launching a new marketing campaign “Tap On, Get On” 
systemwide. 

Since OMNY was launched at a limited number of 
stations in late May of 2019, more than 35 million taps 
have been recorded with bank cards issued in 137 
countries including the U.S. and 2.4 million unique pay-
ment credentials have been used in the OMNY system 
to date. OMNY currently accounts for over ten percent 
of all taps in the system. A year ago, that figure was at 
over four percent and the figure is expected to grow 

considerably over the next year. 
Beginning in 2021, customers will be able to purchase 

the OMNY card — a contactless fare card — at retail 
locations throughout the region. OMNY will also begin 
expanding fare options in 2021 with the introduction of 
reduced fares for senior customers and riders with disa-
bilities and the integration with paratransit services. The 
card will eventually be available at vending machines in 
stations as well. 

Improvements to the digital experience are set to de-
but in 2021, including a refresh of the OMNY website 
and the launch of the OMNY mobile app. These efforts 
will give customers additional flexibility and choice in 
where, when and how their fare is paid. (MTA press 
release, December 31) 

(Continued from page 1) 

OMNY Now Available in All Subway Stations 

Closeup of an OMNY reader. 
Subutay Musluoglu photograph 
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Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced the grand 
opening of Moynihan Train Hall, a 255,000-square-foot 
train hall designed for the 21st century in the heart of 
Midtown Manhattan. The $1.6 billion project trans-
formed the more than 100-year-old James A. Farley 
Building into a world-class transportation hub that in-
creases the existing Penn Station rail complex's con-
course space by 50 percent 

The train hall's stunning design is a unique blend of 
classical and contemporary, and features a one-acre 
sky-lit atrium, a signature clock (Editor’s Note by Jeff 
Erlitz: Evoking memories of the famous Benrus clock in old 
Penn Station), cutting-edge technology, clear wayfinding, 
full accessibility and museum-caliber public art. It also 
provides immediate benefits at this critical time while 
profoundly enhancing the convenience, health and daily 
experience of hundreds of thousands of passengers, 
neighbors and visitors. The project first emerged dec-
ades ago as the leading strategy to address many of 
Penn Station's most notorious issues and overcame 

countless hurdles and red tape thanks to Governor 
Cuomo's persistent and unwavering leadership. 

Led by Empire State Development (ESD), the $1.6 
billion project was accomplished through an innovative 
public-private partnership between ESD, Vornado Real-
ty Trust, The Related Companies, Skanska, the MTA, 
the Long Island Rail Road, Amtrak and the Port Authori-
ty of New York & New Jersey. It utilized a design-build 
approach to streamline construction and expedite com-
pletion. Construction of Moynihan Train Hall has gener-
ated an estimated economic impact of $5 billion, sup-
porting more than 5,000 construction jobs and 11,000 
indirect jobs. Additionally, the core project management 

team was more than 42 percent women. 
Moynihan Train Hall reshapes the travel experience of 

the busiest passenger transportation facility in the West-
ern Hemisphere, used by more than 700,000 passen-
gers per day — more than LaGuardia, John F. Kennedy 
and Newark International Airports combined. The main 
hall that once served as the Post Office's mail sorting 
room is reminiscent of the original Penn Station's vault-
ed concourse, showcasing a 92-foot-high skylight that 
holds an acre of glass. Supported by three of the build-
ing's original steel trusses with an intricate lattice frame-
work, the new skylight encloses soars above the train 
concourse, bathing passengers in natural light. 

All LIRR and Amtrak trains are now served by the 17 
tracks accessible from the train hall, while providing a 
direct connection to Ninth Avenue and the Eighth Ave-
nue Subway ACE. For the LIRR, the train hall en-
hances and expands passenger options by offering 
world-class facilities and the convenience of full custom-
er services and direct platform access points from Sev-
enth Avenue all the way to Ninth Avenue. For Amtrak, 
the train hall becomes its new home in New York City — 
relocating and replacing all primary passenger opera-
tions from the existing station. 

In partnership with the Public Art Fund, Moynihan 
Train Hall features a program of ambitious permanent 
art installations from three of the world's leading artists 
— Stan Douglas, Kehinde Wiley and artistic duo 
Elmgreen & Dragset. The landmark artworks created 
are emblematic of the dynamism and transformation 
that are quintessential to New York and this new trans-
portation gateway. Ceiling installations by Wiley and 
Elmgreen & Dragset define two primary entrances to the 
train hall, while Douglas's photo series appears in four 
22-foot-long sections on the wall that span the passen-
ger waiting area adjacent to the main boarding con-

 
(Continued on page 4) 

View looking southeast across the train hall. 
MTA photograph 

View toward the Ticketed Waiting Room. 
MTA photograph 

Rail News in Review 
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course. A testament to the city's creativity, diversity and 
heritage, the three monumental commissions embrace 
the civic character of Moynihan Train Hall and offer a 
fresh perspective on the history and splendor of the 
original Penn Station and Farley Post Office. 

Suspended from the central truss above the floor, a 
six-foot by 12-foot clock designed by Pennoyer Archi-
tects evokes nostalgia for the golden age of rail travel. 
More than 80,000 square feet of marble was used for 
the floors and walls of the main train hall, sourced from 
the same Tennessee quarries that provided the marble 
for Grand Central Terminal over 100 years ago. 

With the health, safety and accessibility of travelers in 
mind, the project dramatically expands the concourse 
space and platform access capacity and improves sani-
tation and air flow to support a healthier environment. 
These improvements reduce congestion and ease 
boarding, allowing for appropriate social distancing and 
facilitating safe and healthy travel. All platforms served 
have access to elevators, which expands the station's 
total elevator capacity by more than 50 percent and 
supports travelers with accessibility needs. Additionally, 
the redesign of the LIRR Concourse nearly triples the 
width of the former corridor, significantly decreasing 
congestion with notably higher ceilings and enhanced 
lighting. 

Moynihan Train Hall integrates clear, consistent, state-
of-the-art wayfinding and messaging, including dozens 
of high-res LED and LCD displays throughout the facility 
that provide up-to-the-minute transit information. The 
upgraded commuter experience also features designat-
ed customer service locations for both railroads, a free 
public Wi-Fi network utilizing next-generation Wi-Fi 6, 
and a dedicated lounge for nursing mothers. 

The Farley Building was one of the first buildings land-
marked under preservation laws established in the 
wake of the destruction of its sister structure, the origi-
nal Penn Station. The Farley Building's 200,000-square-

foot stone façade, 700 windows, copper roof and steel 
trusses are among the many unique details that have 
been fully restored. New exterior features include street 
and sidewalk improvements, restoration of the historic 
“dry moats” and security enhancements. Moynihan 
Train Hall is pursuing LEED Silver certification for its 
sustainable design and construction. 

As part of the Governor's initiative at the existing Penn 
Station, construction is underway to triple the width of 
the current LIRR corridor, further decreasing congestion 
while adding higher ceilings, better ventilation and first-
rate passenger amenities to enhance health, conven-
ience and comfort. (MTA press release, December 30, 
2020) 

MTA Construction & Development (MTA C&D) an-
nounced the grand opening of the East End Gateway to 
the Long Island Rail Road Concourse at Penn Station, a 
visually remarkable high-capacity entrance at W. 33rd 
Street and Seventh Avenue. The new entrance gives 
Penn Station a front door identity on Seventh Avenue 
for the first time as well as provides direct access for 
customers headed from street level to the LIRR, as well 
as to NYC Transit’s 123 and ACE subway lines. 
Prior to the new entrance, customers had to wind their 
way through Penn Station’s Amtrak level to reach the 
LIRR Concourse. 

MTA C&D President Janno Lieber opened the new 
entrance at noon — thanking workers who have worked 
safely through the pandemic to deliver the project on 
time and on budget for New Yorkers. With a glass and 
steel canopy that towers 40 feet over the streetscape 
and frames the spire of the Empire State Building, the 
new entrance immediately provides easy orientation for 
customers emerging onto the street from the LIRR Con-
course. The project includes three new state-of-the-art 
escalators and a staircase, effectively doubling vertical 
circulation capacity. The new escalators are equipped 
with smart features including heaters to ensure opera-
tion during cold weather and a “sleep mode” that will 
save energy and increase their longevity.  

(Continued from page 3) 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

Rail News in Review 

Looking north with the 12-foot clock designed by Pennoyer 
Architects. 
MTA photograph 

Looking up the new entrance from the mezzanine level. 
MTA photograph 
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The new East End Gateway comprises architectural 
features that elevate the Penn Station experience. The 
glass and steel canopy at the street level, manufactured 
and installed by MTA C&D’s partner Seele, allows natu-
ral light to filter down into the LIRR Concourse through 
139 unique double-curved glass panels. It affords views 
of the Empire State Building from the ascending escala-
tors. The canopy’s A-frame towers contain 105 tons of 
steel. 

The underside of the canopy forms a compound 
curved panel, creating what architects refer to as a 
spandrel. MTA C&D commissioned a customized graph-
ic installation for the structure — a 1,988-square-foot 
map of the New York metropolitan region. The exterior 
of the spandrel comprises 60 individual steel panels of 
varying curvature. The interior graphic contains more 
than 200 printed sections, which were applied directly to 
the steel panels at the project site.  

Using an innovative design-build approach, MTA C&D 
and contractor Skanska expedited construction to take 
advantage of reduced passenger traffic flow in and 
around Penn Station during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The project entails close coordination with Vornado Re-
alty Trust, which is performing major upgrades to the 
adjacent buildings and constructing a pedestrian plaza 
next to the new entrance.  

MTA C&D completed the project on-time despite the 
pandemic, using rigorous protocols and implementation 
of industry-leading safety practices. Construction was 
completed without disruption to train service as crews 
worked to minimize impact to the overall passenger ex-
perience.  

The East End Gateway is Phase I of a larger Penn 
Station transformation project to improve the LIRR Con-
course at Penn Station. Phase II began in fall, 2020 and 
will include higher ceilings, new wayfinding signage, 
and improved circulation for the hundreds of thousands 
of passengers who typically utilize Penn Station each 

day. Phase II will nearly double the width of the LIRR 
Concourse from 30 to 57 feet and raise the ceiling 
height to 18 feet. The widened corridors will allow for 
greater social distancing and a safer commuter experi-
ence. The project will improve lighting and air flow, add 
intuitive wayfinding, and enhance retail and dining op-
tions. Accessibility improvements will include a brand-
new elevator from Seventh Avenue at W. 33rd Street 
down to the LIRR Concourse and rehabilitation of three 
existing elevators. (MTA press release, December 31, 
2020) 

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) an-
nounced the completion of new entrances to Grand 
Central from the newly built, skyline-defining tower, One 
Vanderbilt Avenue. The entrances are part of the ongo-
ing expansion and renovations at Grand Central, which 
will provide seamless transfers to the subway mezza-
nine with connections to Metro-North Railroad, 
4567S subway service and Long Island Rail Road 
service upon completion of the East Side Access pro-
ject.  

The spacious new One Vanderbilt entrances will help 
improve circulation at Grand Central by providing direct 
and convenient street access to Vanderbilt and Madison 
Avenues at one of the busiest subway stations in the 
New York City Transit System. The current 42nd Street 
entrance, leading from the mezzanine of Grand Central 
Terminal into the subway, is the busiest entry point in 
the New York City subway system, with approximately 
135,800 combined daily entries and exits in pre-
pandemic times. 

With the entrances and earlier improvements at the 
station, the Grand Central-42 Street mezzanine will 
have a 37% increase in circulation space, new staircas-
es between the mezzanine and platform levels of the 
456 subway lines, additional turnstiles and gates 
and an ADA elevator at E. 42nd Street and Lexington 
Avenue leading to the subway station. The reduction in 
platform congestion will allow for at least one additional 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Rail News in Review 

Looking west along the W. 33rd Street pedestrian mall towards the 
new entrance. 
MTA photograph 

Looking from the terminal to One Vanderbilt. 
Marc A. Hermann/MTA New York City Transit photograph 
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train per hour. 
SL Green fully funded the project, investing $220 mil-

lion for the new entrances, mezzanine space, staircases 
and ADA elevator. Additionally, SL Green has completed 
a 14,000-square-foot, car-free pedestrian plaza on Van-
derbilt Avenue adjacent to the transit hall.  

SL Green's transit improvements at Grand Central 
Terminal complement MTA Construction & Develop-
ment’s 42 St Connection Project. When completed, the 
42 St Connection Project will more seamlessly connect 
the transit corridor underneath 42nd Street to make 
transferring easier, reduce the overall commute time for 
customers and expand system access for customers 
with disabilities by making the 42nd Street Shuttle S 
line accessible. More than 1.1 million people pass 
through the 42 St corridor every day — a figure higher 
than the ridership of the entire subway and bus system 
of Boston in a full day.  

Standing 1,401 feet tall, One Vanderbilt is the new 
headquarters for many of the world’s leading finance, 
banking, law and real estate firms, and is approximately 
70% leased. The 1.7 million-square-foot skyscraper of-
fers an unparalleled package of amenities, innovative 
office design, technology offerings, best-in-class sus-
tainability practices and a prime location at the doorstep 
of Grand Central Terminal. (MTA press release, Decem-
ber 9, 2020) 

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) an-
nounced the completion of work to bring full accessibil-
ity to the Greenpoint Avenue G subway station in 
Brooklyn. The improvements provide customers at the 
station with a trio of new elevators as well as a wide 
range of other upgrades to the station’s infrastructure. 
MTA officials were joined by Council Member Stephen 
Levin and representatives for Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney and State Senator Brian Kavanagh in marking 
the formal launch of the upgraded station. 

A new street-level elevator on the east side of Manhat-

tan Avenue between Greenpoint Avenue and Kent 
Street will connect customers from the sidewalk to the 
mezzanine on the south end of the station. Two addi-
tional elevators will provide access to the northbound 
and southbound platforms from the station mezzanine.  

In addition to the state-of-the-art elevators, the com-
pleted station features fully compliant converted stair-
wells as well as three new staircases. Customers are 
now also greeted with a new ADA platform boarding 
area, new detectable warning panels and rubbing 
board, and improvements to communications systems 
and electrical equipment. Railings, gates and turnstiles 
have been relocated to comply with ADA regulations. 
New sidewalk pedestrian ramps were installed at street 
level and the station agent booth was modified to a 
wheelchair user-friendly height. The mezzanines have 
been rearranged and ADA compliant employee facilities 
are now present as well.  

The completion of the $23.4 million contract comes 
amidst a backdrop of tremendous fiscal duress for the 
MTA, which faces more than 9,000 job cuts and mas-
sive reductions in service in the absence of federal sup-
port to cover an approximately $15.9 billion deficit 
through 2024. The MTA has requested $12 billion in 
emergency aid in the federal government’s next COVID-
19 relief package. Because of the lingering uncertainty, 
the Authority has suspended any awards on new capital 
contracts except for those that are funded under previ-
ous programs or make use of use-it-or-lose-it federal 
dollars. A lack of emergency funding has further implica-
tions on the economy: the MTA's current Capital Plan 
would create 7,300 New York State jobs for every $1 
billion spent in the state. (MTA press release, December 
10, 2020) 

Officials from the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) were joined by local community institutions and 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams to announce 
the completion of new accessibility features, including 
three new hydraulic ADA elevators, at the Eastern Park-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Rail News in Review 

View from One Vanderbilt to the terminal. 
Marc A. Hermann/MTA New York City Transit photograph 

One of the new elevators at Greenpoint Avenue G, this one from 

the mezzanine level to the street. 
Marc A. Hermann/MTA New York City Transit photograph 
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way-Brooklyn Museum 23 station in the Prospect 
Heights section of Brooklyn. 

The project, which was completed within budget, 
achieves full ADA compliance and improved customer 
ingress and egress. The ADA improvements include a 
street-to-mezzanine elevator on the Brooklyn Museum 
side of the station, along with two more elevators from 
the mezzanine to both the Brooklyn- and Manhattan-
bound subway platforms.  

Eastern Parkway-Brooklyn Museum station improve-
ments include: 
● Three new ADA elevators 
● New and widened/rebuilt staircases at street level 
● New ADA boarding area at platform and new tactile 

tiles on platform edge  
● New closed-circuit television security system 
● Refurbishment of station agent booth for ADA com-

pliance 
● New Passenger Station Local Area Network 

(PSLAN) to support rollout of Help Points and OM-
NY new fare payment system  

● Relocation of employee facilities 
● Major relocation and rebuilding of underground pub-

lic utilities at street level  
Eastern Parkway is one of ten station upgrade pro-

jects completed in 2020 in accordance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. The MTA stated that it re-
mains committed to increasing its number of fully ADA-
compliant stations despite financial uncertainty. (MTA 
press release, December 18, 2020) 

On January 25, the railroad implemented a revised 
weekday timetable with a five percent service reduction. 
This new schedule will be in effect until March 7. The 

number of trains cancelled amounts to 57, as follows: 
Westbound 
19 (556a Babylon-659a Penn Sta) 
303 (722a Little Neck-755a Penn Sta) 
307 (804a Great Neck-838a Penn Sta) 
309 (824a Great Neck-859a Penn Sta) 
311 (838a Great Neck-914a Penn Sta) 
313 (858a Great Neck-934a Penn Sta) 
315 (932a Great Neck-1008a Penn Sta) 
355 (644p Great Neck-715p Penn Sta) 
419 (719a Port Washington-758a Penn Sta) 
425 (808a Port Washington-842a Penn Sta) 
473 (809p Port Washington-852p Penn Sta) 
721 (736a Hempstead-830a Atlantic Term) 
727 (845a Hempstead-934a Atlantic Term) 
823 (803a Long Beach-854a Penn Sta) 
1001 (559a Massapequa Park-655a Penn Sta) 
1005 (626a Massapequa Park-722a Penn Sta) 
1013 (711a Massapequa Park-808a Penn Sta) 
1021 (748a Wantagh-840a Penn Sta) 
1101 (657a Freeport-740a Penn Sta) 
1103 (729a Freeport-813a Penn Sta) 
1105 (810a Freeport-850a Penn Sta) 
1191 (543a Freeport-624a Penn Sta) 
1203 (625a Hicksville-711a Penn Sta) 
1205 (729a Hicksville-817a Penn Sta) 
*1501 (726a East Williston-814a Penn Sta) 
1627 (728a Cold Spring Harbor-825a Penn Sta) 
2023 (719a Ronkonkoma-828a Penn Sta) 
2817 (718a Far Rockaway-811a Atlantic Term) 
2863 (618p Jamaica-734p Atlantic Term) 
2869 (726p Far Rockaway-821p Atlantic Term) 
*This is the one and only MU train that serves East Wil-
liston. 
Eastbound 
142 (416p Atlantic Term-528p Babylon) 
148 (452p Penn Sta-555p Babylon) 
164 (627p Penn Sta-729p Babylon) 
174 (741p Penn Sta-855p Babylon) 
192 (1052p Penn Sta-1209a Babylon) 
356 (425p Penn Sta-502p Great Neck) 
362 (550p Penn Sta-619p Great Neck) 
366 (614p Penn Sta-650p Great Neck) 
398 (514p Penn Sta-545p Great Neck) 
458 (624p Penn Sta-706p Port Washington) 
460 (701p Penn Sta-737p Port Washington) 
462 (727p Penn Sta-804p Port Washington) 
764 (519p Atlantic Term-608p Hempstead) 
774 (705p Penn Sta-756p Hempstead) 
866 (440p Penn Sta-537p Long Beach) 
880 (642p Atlantic Term-738p Long Beach) 
1056 (457p Penn Sta-542p Wantagh) 
1066 (636p Penn Sta-729p Wantagh) 
1154 (524p Penn Sta-619p Wantagh) 
1258 (601p Penn Sta-645p Hicksville) 
1714 (327p Penn Sta-435p Huntington) 
1724 (506p Penn Sta-607p Huntington) 
1730 (535p Penn Sta-634p Huntington) 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Rail News in Review 

Looking north from the south side of Eastern Parkway, in front of 
the Brooklyn Museum entrance. The new elevator from the street to 
the mezzanine level is to the left of the refurbished street stairs. 
Marc A. Hermann/MTA New York City Transit photograph 
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1734 (608p Penn Sta-718p Huntington) 
2084 (744p Penn Sta-902p Ronkonkoma) 
2862 (431p Atlantic Term-526p Far Rockaway) 
2872 (602p Penn Sta-658p Far Rockaway) 

In addition to the above cancellations, 15 trains had 
their schedules adjusted: 
33 (649a Babylon-805a Atlantic Term) added stop at 
Boland’s Landing for employees 
144 (434p Penn Sta-539p Babylon) added stop at Ja-
maica 
156 (536p Penn Sta-645p Babylon) added stops at For-
est Hills, Kew Gardens and Jamaica 
160 (559p Penn Sta-703p Babylon) added stop at Ja-
maica 
368 (642p Penn Sta-731p Port Washington) added 
stops at Manhasset, Plandome and Port Washington 
370 (714p Penn Sta-802p Port Washington) added 
stops at Manhasset, Plandome and Port Washington 
423 (750a Port Washington-837a Penn Sta) leaves four 
minutes later with added stop at Bayside 
429 (845a Port Washington-934a Penn Sta) added all 
stops from Little Neck to Woodside 
431 (911a Port Washington-1002a Penn Sta) added all 
stops from Little Neck to Flushing 
456 (612p Penn Sta-657p Port Washington) added all 
stops from Flushing to Little Neck  
878 (613p Penn Sta--710p Long Beach) added stop at 
Woodside 
956 (420p Atlantic Term-506p West Hempstead) added 
stop at Nostrand Ave 
1054 (437p Penn Sta-527p Wantagh) added stop at 
Jamaica 
1617 (613a Huntington-717a Penn Sta) departs two 
minutes earlier with added stops at Carle Place,  Mineo-
la, Merillon Ave and New Hyde Park 
*1625 (719a Huntington-836a Atlantic Term) added 
stops at Floral Park, Queens Village and Hollis 
*This may be the first time in history that a Huntington 
train is stopping at Queens Village and Hollis. 

The following three trains had decreases in their run-
ning time that had been added during “leaf” season: 
201 (525a Greenport-650a Ronkonkoma) operates as 
train 299 
2025 (732a Ronkonkoma-847a Penn Sta) operates 
three minutes earlier 
2309 (751a Farmingdale-853a Penn Sta) operates two 
minutes later 

After months of teeth-gnashing and worry over wheth-
er NJ Transit would meet the December 31, 2020 dead-
line of PTC implementation, Parsons Corporation an-
nounced on December 18 that the deadline had been 
met, with less than two weeks to spare. 

In partnership with NJ Transit, Parsons developed and 
implemented a custom PTC solution that adheres to 
Federal Railroad Administration guidelines, while max-
imizing the region’s existing rail infrastructure. This mile-

stone is the first time NJ Transit has implemented PTC. 
Beginning with Revenue Service Demonstration on 

one segment in March, 2020, Parsons completed imple-
mentation and entered Extended Revenue Service 
Demonstration on all 376 miles of NJ Transit’s territory, 
as well as the Conrail (Lehigh) Line. Parsons collaborat-
ed through NJ Transit with numerous stakeholders, in-
cluding Amtrak, Conrail and Norfolk Southern to ensure 
system interoperability. (Railway Track & Structures, 
December 18, 2020) 

The first train of new Red Line subway cars com-
menced service during the last week of 2020 for one 
day, was withdrawn for some technical adjustments and 
returned to service in earnest on Monday, January 4, 
2021. The first cars of the six-car train had originally 
arrived in Boston in October, 2020 and were extensively 
tested before being allowed to enter passenger service. 
The first six-car train of a 252 car order from China Rail-
way Rolling Stock Corporation (CRRC), the delivery of 
new cars is expected to provide enough cars to meet 
the fleet requirements of the existing pandemic level of 
service by the winter of 2023 and fully replace the Red 
Line fleet by the winter of 2024. CRRC is contracted to 
fully replace the car fleets of both the Red and Orange 
Lines but engineering and technical issues and most 
significantly, COVID-19 have severely affected the car 
assembly process and schedule, resulting in an una-
voidable one-year delay in delivery of the initial consists 
for each line. MBTA is working closely with CRRC to 
increase the production rate while maintaining quality of 
work on the new cars. For those readers who may be 
interested in knowing where this new Red Line consist 
was located so they know where to go to see it, and 
catch a ride on it or photograph it, go to: https://
newtrains.today/. (Patriot Ledger, January 7) 

Months after SEPTA revealed that its entire Market-
Frankford Line fleet needed repairs for cracking steel, 
the transit agency acknowledged that it had discovered 
yet another fault plaguing at least some of its workhorse 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Rail News in Review 

New Red line cars made by CRRC 
MBTA photograph 

https://newtrains.today/
https://newtrains.today/
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El cars. 
Sources told PlanPhilly in November, 2020 that a simi-

lar problem had been detected on M-4 car chassis over 
the fall. In mid-December, Andrew Busch, a SEPTA 
spokesperson, confirmed that mechanics discovered in 
September that rust and corrosion had appeared on 
support beams beneath the entry door sills on an un-
specified number of the trains. 

Busch said the issue had thus far been detected on 
cars that were already in shop to fix the earlier issue 
with cracking steel using a special welding technique. 
SEPTA engineers working with engineering consultant 
LTK were working to check other cars for the issue and 
come up with yet another fix. 

He said no cars have been taken out of service over 
the new issue — yet. 

However, the spokesperson did acknowledge that the 
agency was dropping below the 138 serviceable train 
cars needed to operate the line at optimal peak hour 
service. 

Out of its 220 1990s era M-4 cars, Busch estimated 
that anywhere from 126 to 138 were operational on any 
given day. He said the shortage had not resulted in ser-
vice interruptions because optimal service levels also 
include a number of spare cars to sub in if a breakdown 
occurs. 

However, Joe Coccio, secretary-treasurer of Transport 
Workers Union Local 234, which represents many blue-
collar SEPTA employees, said officials had been aware 
of systemic metal defects within the fleet since the early 
2000s. 

He said SEPTA was reaping the fruit of choosing 
cheaper trains during its decades-old procurement pro-
cess, and was concerned that it was repeating this pro-
cess with its current contract for new railcars. 

However, the agency disclosed to PlanPhilly in Febru-
ary, 2020 that it had built a $3.3 million new facility and 
would spend nearly $20 million in an effort to overhaul 
the fleet — not only because of systemic cracking but 
also because the agency wanted to extend the life of 
the aging M-4 cars, which it lacks the funds to replace. 

Busch said last week the agency hoped repairing the 
new rusting issue could be folded into that process, but 
that it was still unclear how much that might ultimately 
cost. 

The agency faces a severe fiscal crunch as ridership 
has plummeted during the pandemic, with officials talk-
ing up “doomsday” service reductions in the absence of 
more federal bailout money — which is currently stalled 
in Congress. 

In the meantime, Justin Roczniak, from the Philly 
Transit Riders Union, praised SEPTA’s efforts to keep 
the cars in service, but said the agency should be pre-
pared to get creative to prevent service shortages on a 
“backbone” rail line. 

Busch said the agency also faced other hurdles owing 
to the human toll the pandemic has taken on the agency 

— a continuing wave of employees calling out sick 
shorting available train crews. (PlanPhilly, December 
22, 2020) 

The Federal Transit Administration has approved a 
$529.8 million funding package from the Capital Invest-
ment Grants program for Phoenix’s Valley Metro’s $1.35 
billion South Central Light Rail Extension/Downtown 
Hub project. 

The 5.5 mile, eight-stop light rail extension to South 
Mountain Village “will better connect Phoenix residents 
to jobs, education, and essential services,” said then 
Federal Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao on Janu-
ary 6, 2021. 

The project includes the construction of a Downtown 
Hub light rail interchange, as well as enhancements to 
the entire corridor including utilities, pavements, land-
scaping and local art. 

In 2016 the Phoenix City Council brought the planned 
opening date forward from 2034 as part of a 35-year 
multi-modal Transportation 2050 plan which was ap-
proved by local voters. 

The extension was designed by AECOM and is being 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Two El cars lifted for repairs at the 69th Street SEPTA repair shop. 
Kimberly Paynter/WHYY photograph 

Rail News in Review 

Kinki Sharyo photograph 
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built by Kiewit, with opening planned for 2024. (Metro 
Report International, January 14, 2021) 

Honolulu’s struggling rail project avoided losing $250 
million in federal funding that was slated to expire De-
cember 31, 2020 after the state’s Congressional dele-
gation stepped in and helped secure a yearlong exten-
sion. It extends the period in which the city and the Hon-
olulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART) are to 
revise their financial plans for the 20-mile, 21-station 
system and devise a more workable and realistic finan-
cial plan. This $250 million represents the rail project’s 
federal funding share from back in 2015. Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) officials have been withholding 
those grant dollars from the local multibillion-dollar 
transit project for the past six years due to the city’s ina-
bility to get the project done. It is part of nearly $744 
million total that the FTA has withheld since 2015 amid 
its concerns over rail’s lack of progress. 

The transit line has many unconnected sections al-
ready completed but is now as much as 13 years be-
hind schedule, and the $5 billion budget set in 2012 has 
more than doubled. In 2019, FTA leaders said they 
would not release rail’s remaining federal dollars until 
HART and the city awarded the contract to build the 
final four miles into Ala Moana in downtown Honolulu 
and that work came in on budget.  

However, the effort to award that contract, under a 
public-private partnership, endured more than a year of 
delays and then collapsed altogether during the fall of 
2020 as the construction bids came in around $1 billion 
over budget. City and rail leaders claim that it will take 
at least another year to award the contract under a new 
procurement, and it is unclear if the FTA will continue to 
withhold funding until it sees that contract. If that hap-
pens HART and the city could face the same crisis of a 
funding lapse a year from now. (Honolulu Civil Beat, 
December 22, 2020) 

Transport for London has begun further technical 
studies for a proposed extension of the Docklands Light 
Railway automated light metro from Gallions Reach to 
Beckton Riverside and across the River Thames to 
Thamesmead. 

The move follows confirmation of the new Thames-
mead & Abbey Wood Opportunity Area Planning Frame-
work. 

The studies will further develop proposals for the 
alignment and potential station locations and consider 
the environmental impact and transport benefits. They 
will also support work on other transport options within 
the OAPF, including walking and cycling links and a 
segregated bus rapid transit corridor linking Woolwich 
and Abbey Wood via Thamesmead. 

Arup and Atkins will provide TfL with design, engineer-
ing and environmental assessment support, and 

AECOM will support work on socio-economic factors. 
The studies are being fully funded by external partners 

through a £1 million agreement between the London 
boroughs of Newham and Greenwich, the Thamesmead 
Waterfront development joint venture of Peabody and 
Lendlease, Aberdeen Standard Investments and the 
Saint William joint venture of Berkeley Group and Na-
tional Grid. 

The Thamesmead DLR extension was included in 
TfL’s submission to the government’s Comprehensive 
Spending Review as it could support the construction of 
more than 25,000 homes as part of the regeneration of 
the area. 

The OAPF also investigated the potential for extend-
ing the London Overground from Barking Riverside 
across the River Thames to Abbey Wood. This was not 
identified as a preferred option, because it would cost 
significantly more to build and operate. (Metro Report 
International, December 21, 2020) 

The first empty passenger trains have run over the 
branch of London Underground’s Northern Line which is 
under construction to serve the Battersea Power Station 
regeneration area. 

The branch starts from a step-plate junction with the 
existing Northern line tunnels at Kennington, then runs 
two miles underground through a station at Nine Elms 
to the terminus at Battersea Power Station, where there 
are facilities for trains to reverse. 

“Seeing a Northern Line train travelling through the 
extension for the first time is a really significant mile-
stone,” said Transport for London’s Director of Major 
Projects Stuart Harvey after the first test of a passenger 
train at the end of December, 2020. 

“We are now focused on making sure the signaling 
software and systems are ready along with completing 
the final stages of fit-out of the two new stations before 
the planned opening of the extension in the autumn.” 

On January 4, 2021 London’s Deputy Mayor for 
Transport Heidi Alexander said, “last year was one of 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Rail News in Review 

Map of planned Docklands Light Railway extension. 
Transport for London diagram 
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the hardest in TfL’s history so it’s great to start 2021 on 
a positive footing.” (Metro Report International, Janu-
ary 5, 2021) 

Berlin Transport Authority (BVG) has awarded Bom-
bardier Transportation a €571 million framework con-
tract for the supply of up to 117 Bombardier Flexity low-
floor LRVs, with an initial order for 20 vehicles. 

Delivery of the initial order, which is worth €115 mil-
lion, is scheduled to begin from late 2022. The order 
comprises 17 164 foot-long nine-car LRVs and three 
five-car LRVs. The contract also covers the supply of 
spare parts for the new fleet for up to 32 years. 

The LRVs are equipped with low-noise bogies, a 
touch-screen interface in the driver’s cab and an Obsta-
cle Detection Assistance System (ODAS), as well as 

low-energy air-conditioning and multi-functional areas 
for bikes, wheelchairs and pushchairs for passengers. 

BVG has previously ordered 231 Flexity LRVs, includ-
ing 210 vehicles from a framework contract awarded to 
Bombardier in 2006, delivery of which will be concluded 
in 2021. The new order will further increase BVG’s fleet 
to 251 LRVs. (International Railway Journal, Decem-
ber 16, 2020) 

The first Class 483/484 EMUs for the Berlin S-Bahn 
network began running on route S47 in the early hours 
of January 1, 2021, as the route became the first in the 
city to be operated under a tendered contract. 

The Spindlersfeld-Tempelhof/Südkreuz-Bundesplatz 
Route S47 is the first of five lines in the Ring & Branch-
es concession to be run under a 15-year contract 
awarded to the incumbent operator, DB subsidiary S-
Bahn Berlin GmbH, by Verkehrsverbunds Berlin-
Brandenburg in December, 2015. The service has been 
transferred to the new concession under a phased im-
plementation plan which will see Routes S46, S8 and 
S41/S42 transfer by October, 2023. 

The Ring & Branches package includes the supply of 
382 EMU vehicles by a consortium of Siemens Mobility 
and Stadler, which are being formed as 21 two-car sets 
designated Class 483 and 85 four-car Class 484s. An 
initial batch of 10 pre-series trains was scheduled to 
enter service during January, 2021, gathering operation-
al experience that will feed back into the series produc-
tion now underway. The first six-car train was launched 
from Schöneweide just after midnight to operate a spe-
cial New Year’s Eve service to Spindlersfeld, with two 
more trains entering service between Spindlersfeld and 
Hermannstrasse later in the day. 

The pre-series trains have been extensively tested for 
around two years before entering service. The first were 
tested at the Siemens Mobility test center in Wegberg-
Wildenrath from late 2018 until early 2020. A four-car 
unit underwent a 12-week climate testing program at 
Rail Tec Arsenal in Vienna at the end of 2019. Since 
September, 2019, the trains have been tested across 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

A very recent example of Bombardier’s seven-section Flexity LRV for 
Berlin. The actual model is GT8-08ZR/F8Z. Here, 9081 (Bombardier, 
1/2018) is operating an M1 service and is bound for Rosenthal Nord. 
It is just leaving the Oranienburger Straße stop, which is on Oranien-
burger Straße at Tucholskystraße. May 6, 2019. 
Jeff Erlitz photograph 

Rail News in Review 

Test train operating through the new Nine Elms station. 
Transport for London photograph 

S-Bahn Berlin’s new Class 483 trainsets (Siemens, 2020). 
Metro Report International photograph 
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the 211 mile Berlin S-Bahn network, accumulating over 
93,200 train-miles to evaluate their performance and 
reliability. This led to their approval for passenger ser-
vice by the Federal Railway Office in October, 2020. An 
initial batch of 114 drivers have already been trained to 
operate the fleet. 

Describing the introduction of the trains as “good news 
for commuters in the capital region,” Brandenburg’s 
Minister for Infrastructure & Regional Planning Guido 
Beermann noted that the contract would provide addi-
tional vehicles to boost the capacity of the S-Bahn fleet. 
(Metro Report International, January 4, 2021) 

A 50:50 consortium of Porr and Strabag has been se-
lected to build 4.3 miles of tunnels and four stations for 
the southern extension of subway Line U2. 

Work under the €500 million contract awarded by 
Weiner Linien is scheduled to begin in February, 2021 
for completion by mid-2028. 

The project forms the first phase of the U2/U5 expan-
sion program, which will see the existing section of U2 
between Rathaus and Karlsplatz become part of a new 
fully automated Line U5. 

U2 trains from Seestadt will be diverted at Rathaus 
onto a new 3.7 mile extension towards the south of the 
city, serving stations at Neubaugasse, Pilgramgasse, 
Reinprechtsdorfer Straße and Matzleinsdorferplatz. A 
proposed further extension would continue U2 to 
Gußriegelstraße and Wienerberg. 

Around 2.7 miles of the tunnels for the U2 extension 
will be driven by a tunnel boring machine, and 1.4 miles 
will be bored using the New Austrian Tunneling Method 

“Construction work in the inner-city is always a chal-
lenge in light of the cramped conditions,” said Strabag 
Chairman Thomas Birtel. “Drilling beside the facades of 
the nearby buildings requires a great deal of expertise, 
and transport to and from the sites through the narrow 
alleyways surrounding Neubaugasse is exceptionally 
complex in terms of logistics.” (Metro Report Interna-
tional, January 1, 2021) 

The first two of four CAF-built second-generation Se-
ries 6000 trains ordered by Barcelona metro operator 
Transports Metropolitans de Barcelona (TMB) in 2018 
have entered service on the 1,672-millimeter gauge 
Line 1. 

The five-car fully gangway-equipped trainsets are 202 
feet long and have a capacity of 1,111 passengers, in-
cluding seats for 108. Each vehicle has four pairs of 
doors, while the end cars each have two wheelchair 
spaces. The central car provides a dedicated space for 
bicycles. 

The 1,500-volt d.c. units have a maximum service 
speed of 50 mph and a continuous power rating of 
2,000 kilowatts and are equipped for regenerative brak-
ing. (Metro Report International, January 8, 2021) 

 

The city of Vinnytsia is to receive a batch of second-
hand Tram 2000 vehicles from Zürich, under a co-
operation agreement signed on December 23, 2020. 

The deal agreed at the Swiss Embassy in Kyiv pro-
vides for the transfer to the Ukrainian city of 35 trams 
dating from between 1976 and 1983, with provision for 
a further 35 to follow after 2025. The Swiss government 
has agreed to provide SFr3.25 million to cover the cost 
of transporting the vehicles and the provision of spare 
parts, while the municipality will contribute SFr300,000 
to fund the commissioning work and the provision of 
maintenance facilities. 

At present, the 13 route-mile meter-gauge network in 
Vinnytsia is largely operated by Mirage articulated trams 
as well as a few Karpfen four-axle cars and trailers, 
which were displaced from Zürich by the delivery of Co-
bra vehicles in 2007-11. The city has received 105 
Swiss trams to date, of which around 60 are required in 
service each day. Delivery of the second batch of 
Tram2000 vehicles from 2025 is expected to enable the 
phasing out of all older models including the few re-

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Rail News in Review 

One of Barcelona’s new metro train sets (CAF, 2020). 
Metro Report International photograph 

Panorama LRV 604 (Durmazlar, 2020). 
Metro Report International photograph 



13 

ERA BULLETIN — FEBRUARY, 2021 

 

 

maining Tatra KT4SU trams dating from the early 
1970s. (Metro Report International, December 28, 
2020) 

The first section of Istanbul tram Line T5 alongside the 
Golden Horn waterway opened on January 4, 2021. 

The initial section runs 5.5 mile from Alibeyköy to 
Cibali. There are 12 stops, including connections with 
the TF2 cable car and metro Line M7. 

The line has catenary-free operation using Alstom’s 
APS ground-level power supply which energizes auto-
matically when a tram passes over it. Alstom also sup-
plied traction equipment for the line’s fleet of 30 
Durmazlar LRVs. 

T5 serves the districts of Eyüpsültan and Fatih which 
are home to over one million people, and it is expected 
to reduce traffic on the overcrowded coastal road; more 
than 90,000 people a day use buses from Alibeyköy bus 
station. 

There will initially be up to 180 tram trips a day in each 

direction, providing a peak capacity of 12,000 passen-
gers per hour. 

No date has been set for the opening of the planned 
second section of the line, which would run from Cibali 
to Eminönü and take T5 to 6.3 miles with 14 stops. This 
would provide interchanges with metro Line M2 and 
tram T1. 

This section is currently served by a dedicated bus 
route which was launched with the tramway opening. 

Construction of T5 was undertaken by Doğuş İnşaat. 
Space on the narrow coastal road is limited, and some 
sections of the line were constructed on piles sunk into 
the bed of the Golden Horn. 

Work originally began in November, 2016 and was 
scheduled to be completed in 2019 but was delayed 
when central government funding was cut in response 
to Turkey’s 2018 financial crisis. 

Construction restarted following municipal elections in 
2019, and the city has since pledged to complete con-
struction of unfinished metro and tram projects and to 
add more lines to the growing network. (Metro Report 
International, January 5, 2021) 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

Rail News in Review 

NYCT R-211 UPDATE 

Over the past year, the R-211 project has seen a de-
lay of 15 months. Issues experienced earlier in the pro-
ject by Kawasaki were compounded by COVID-19 relat-
ed schedule impacts, all of which have contributed to 
the current schedule delay. As a reminder, the R-211 
project’s 535-car base order was awarded to Kawasaki 
in February, 2018 at $1.77 billion, which was provided 
for in the 2015-19 Capital Program. 

The contract has three vehicle sub-classes, they being 
R-211A, R-211S, and R-211T: 

● 440 R-211A cars that will partially replace 748 R-46 
vehicles 

● 75 R-211S cars which will replace the R-44 fleet on 
the Staten Island Railway 

● 20 R-211T open gangway prototype cars. The R-
211T open gangway test trains are meant to prove 
the feasibility of this design 

The latest R-211 delivery schedule, provided by Ka-
wasaki, is as follows: 

MILESTONE BASE CONTRACT 
DATE 

NOVEMBER, 
2020 UPDATE 

DELAY 

R-211A Pilot Car Delivery 7/30/2020 4/1/2021 9 months 

First Production Unit Delivery to NYCT (R-211A) 9/22/2021 9/1/2022 12 months 

R-211A Last Production Car Delivery 7/25/2023 9/1/2024 14 months 

R-211S Pilot Car Delivery 12/23/2021 8/1/2022 8 months 

R-211S Last Production Car Delivery 3/29/2023 6/1/2024 15 months 

R-211T Pilot Car Delivery 5/28/2021 4/1/2022 11 months 

(Continued on page 14) 
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NYCT R-211 Update 
(Continued from page 13) 

(MTA Capital Program Oversight Committee meeting agenda, January 21)  

The first five-car set of R-
211A cars (4060-64) at the 
Kawasaki plant in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
Kawasaki Rail Car photograph 

Cab of R-211A 4064 at the Kawasaki plant in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Kawasaki Rail Car photograph 

Completed interior of R-211A car at the Kawasaki plant in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
Kawasaki Rail Car photograph 

Exterior of R-211T car at the Kawasaki plant in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Kawasaki Rail Car photograph 

Interior of R-211T car at the Kawasaki plant in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Kawasaki Rail Car photograph 
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VIENNA-BRATISLAVA-UKRAINE 
by Jack May 

(Continued from January, 2021 issue) 
(Photographs by the author, except where noted) 

Wednesday, June 14 
Today Clare would visit the Belvedere and other mu-

seum venues while I would be accompanied by a local 
railway enthusiast for a few hours of riding, inspection 
and photography of Vienna's transit system. Klaus 
Matzka, who I first met in New York City, arrived at the 
hotel a few minutes before 9:30 and we created a game 
plan for the day. We had two major items to accomplish: 
ride and photograph the section of tram route 67 that 
would soon be abandoned in favor of an extension of 
the U-bahn; and look at a relatively new extension of 
tram route 26 on the other side of the Danube, which 
has a section of left-hand running. 

We walked a couple of blocks to the U-Bahn station at 
Keplerplatz, and rode one station southward on the U1, 
to what was its terminal at that time, Reumannplatz. We 
transferred to the 67 tram route at that point (after a 
couple of photos), and continued southward on Favor-
itenstr to the end of the line at Alaudagaße. This portion 
of the line would be abandoned when the U1 was ex-
tended to Oberlaa, beyond this point, less than two 
months later, on September 2. 

After some photos we continued by bus along the 
route of the U1's further extension, and I saw that a 
good part of the extension would be above ground. We 
took another bus over a different route back to the U1, 
and then rode the rapid transit line to Kagraner Platz, on 
the eastern (northern) side of the Danube. This is its 
transfer point to tram route 26, which had been rerouted 
and extended in 2013 in conjunction with a reorganiza-
tion of transit on this side of the Danube that had been 
driven by line U2 being pushed further east to a new 
terminal.  

As mentioned earlier, I wanted to ride and photograph 
the section of left-handed operation on the 26, which 
was employed as an inventive method to cut costs. The 
extension required a long viaduct over both a freeway 

and railroad line, with a station in the center to serve a 
new business park and megamall. Since Vienna's trams 
are single-ended, with doors only on the right side, un-
der normal conditions the Gewerbepark station would 
have to be equipped with two side platforms, meaning 
two sets of elevators and escalators would be required. 
But if the cars could run left handed on the viaduct, 
costs could be cut dramatically, as only one elevator 
and pair of escalators to serve a center platform would 
be needed. And that is exactly what was done, with two 
simple crossovers at each end of the structure. We left 
our tram at the Sussenbrunner Straße stop, just past 
the bridge's outer end. 

Once back aboard we continued to the end of the line 
at Hausfeldstraße, where the U2 extension and an OBB 
rail line use an overpass to cross over the 26 just prior 
to its loop. We then rode the U2 to its outer end at See-
stadt (2 stops) and paused in between at Aspern Nord 
for photos. 

Once we completed our work we rode the U2 back 
toward the city center, but first stopped at the Do-
naumarina station, just across the attractive new Do-
naustadt bridge. With the sun gradually shifting from 
one side to the other, we were able to get well-lit photos 
of subway trains crossing the bridge from both plat-
forms. The architecturally stunning cable-stayed struc-
ture originally opened in 1998 to carry road traffic during 
the period when another bridge was undergoing recon-
struction, but having been planned for U-bahn trains all 
along, it finally met that goal in 2010.  

Continuing toward downtown we stopped for a bite 
and some coffee before splitting up, with Klaus heading 
off to meet his wife before attending a performance. 
There was still plenty of light so I decided to do some 
more riding and get additional photos. The balance of 
my Vienna photos (and narrative) will be featured in 
next month’s installment of the report. 

E2 high-floor motor 4079 and its matching trailer are about to 
stop adjacent to the Reumannplatz terminal of the U1 line. A 

few months later the U-bahn line was extended southward and 
the tram line now loops here through adjacent streets. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Vienna-Bratislava-Ukraine 
(Continued from page 15) 

The 67 line had been cut back to Alaudagaße to enable construction of the U1 extension easier.  Two views of ULF B1 cars are shown near 
the loop, with the left photo also including a mobile substation for providing power. 

Simple scissors crossovers reverse the relative positions of inbound and outbound Route 26 trams just short of the Sussenbrunner Straße 
stop at the foot of the viaduct's outer end. An outbound ULF B1 car built in 2010 is shown in the left view, while the right one features the 
back end of a C4 trailer being pulled by an E2 motor constructed about 30 years earlier.  

(Continued on page 17) 

A Route 26 ULF B1 on its side-of- 
the-street trackage alongside 
Hausfeldstraße approaches its 
outer terminal, where passengers 
can connect with the U2 rapid 
transit line.  
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Vienna-Bratislava-Ukraine 
(Continued from page 16) 

One last photo of the Donaustadt bridge, this time of a train 
of V-class cars from the westbound platform of the         
Donaumarina station. 

Two photos looking west from the station access overpass at Aspern Nord on the U2 Line. The newest type of subway train, the V-class 
dating from the first decade of the 21st century, is pictured in the left view, while the right photo shows a train of the more common U-
class, which had inaugurated service on the U-bahn in the 1970s.  

(Continued next issue) 

Two photos from the Donaumarina station of the U2 Line, showing the striking Donaustadt bridge that carries the rapid transit line across 
the Donau (Danube). The 1998-built structure, which was temporarily used for motor traffic, was converted for U-bahn service when the U2 
was extended eastward in 2010. The line continues to Karlsplatz, eventually using tunnels that had been constructed as an interim tram 
subway in 1966 and converted for high-platform trains in 1979.  
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THE GENESIS OF “DASHING DAN,” PART SIX— 
ROUNDING OUT THE ‘TEENS ON THE LIRR 

by George Chiasson 
(Continued from December, 2019 issue) 

EVENTS ON THE CENTRAL RAILROAD  
After many years of on-again, off-again use, the for-

mer Central Main Line finally began to make a niche for 
itself when the Garden City Hotel sponsored a special 
trolley shuttle for its guests, from a siding at that Long 
Island Rail Road station (where a pedestrian underpass 
was built for connection from Hempstead Branch 
through trains) to the Meadowbrook Golf Course in 
1915. This was not the same siding that was possibly 
utilized for the 1898-99 shuttle to Camp Black, which in 
turn was the remnant of the original 1873 station align-
ment, but rather was a new one located south of the 
main track, even farther away from the Garden City de-
pot. The golf course was an 1894 addition to the exclu-
sive Meadow Brook Club’s Hunting and Polo grounds, 
likewise being hewn out of the original Stewart estate 
but located across the Central Railroad of Long Island 
alignment to the south of its provisional “East Meadow-
brook” stop that had been placed for the Army’s Camp 
Black in May of 1898 but was mainly fallow in the years 
since. 

At that time, it was one of the nation’s first and most 
extravagant golfing venues, given that the sport was not 
really anchored in the United States from its British 
(actually Scottish) origins until at least 1888. Neverthe-
less, as golfing evolved into one of Long Island’s most 
avidly subscribed pastimes, its participants’ tastes, abili-
ties and resources quickly outgrew the satisfaction this 
somewhat archaic nine-hole course could offer, and 
even before World War I it was becoming overshad-
owed by larger and more challenging 18-hole courses 
across Nassau and Suffolk Counties, many of which 
competed to attract the most opulent and ever-more-
filtered clientele. 

In any case, after years of intermittent, specialized 
operation east of Hempstead Crossing, scheduled shut-
tles were finally being operated from spring through fall 
with intermediate stops at Washington Street (Avenue 
today) and Clinton Road in Garden City, with a new, 
privately-funded depot building added to the latter by 
surrounding property-dwellers. The Garden City Hotel’s 
Long Island Rail Road trolley shuttle was beyond doubt 
a fortunate outgrowth of the Central’s scattershot cir-
cumstances across the years, originally made possible 
through the d.c. (third rail) electrification that was in-
stalled to support the Pennsylvania Railroad’s motive 
power and a.c. electrification experiments of 1908. 
Whereas the LIRR continued to service (unrelated) in-
dustries which came to occupy the Central between 
Garden City and the Meadowbrook site in the time after 
the PRR’s testing had concluded, its third rail capabili-
ties were reconditioned specifically for this new shuttle, 
allowing the use of trolleys from its Ocean Electric affili-

ate that were otherwise compatible with the LIRR’s ex-
isting operational requirements. Freight and bulk com-
modity traffic continued to abound on the rest of the 
Central as well in this time period, as signified by the 
1916 addition of a siding at Jerusalem Avenue (basically 
the former site of the Island Trees station) to support the 
development efforts of Merillon Estates Corporation. 
This joined another that had been laid at “Sprague’s 
Barn” early in the 20th century at Milepost 22.73, ap-
proximately midway between the existing Meadowbrook 
and New Bridge Road locations, now within the Eisen-
hower Park Golf Course.  

With the patronage of its first two seasons proving 
sufficient to sustain the Garden City-Meadowbrook trol-
ley shuttle over the longer term, construction of a per-
manent terminal located next to the crossing of Whale-
neck Road (now Merrick Avenue), about a ½-mile east 
of the provisional station (a spot much closer to the golf 
course) was started in the spring of 1917. This under-
taking became coincidental with America’s entry into the 
Great War against Germany that April, which again 
brought to prominence the Meadow Brook Club’s histor-
ic proximity to the former Camp Black. Progress on the 
new terminal was rapid nevertheless and it was opened 
to passengers under the name “Meadowbrook” on June 
23, 1917. 

Just a few weeks later wartime actually did befall the 
gilded fortunes of the Meadowbrook golfing shuttle, as 
all lands adjacent to the Central’s main line were appro-
priated for military needs. It is possible that the build-up 
of U.S. Army troops after April was so dramatic as to 
suddenly create a virtual tidal wave of outbound soldiers 
en route to the fighting in Europe, leaving insufficient 
time to rebuild the abandoned facilities at the former 
Camp Black as suitable quarters for them. Whatever the 
reason, troops of the 42nd (Rainbow) Division, so nick-
named for its mixture of elements from all around the 
country, were suddenly brought in by train and 
“bivouacked” in tents spread across a large, square plot 
immediately along the south side of the Central’s main 
line, designated as “Camp Albert L. Mills.” After being 
closed for two days the LIRR trolley did continue to run, 
albeit for a far different purpose than golfing and recrea-
tion, but as of July 28 was only to carry all passengers 
as far as the northwestern edge of Camp Mills at the 
Clinton Road stop. Somewhat by default the Long Is-
land Rail Road’s property was commandeered along 
with the surrounding recreation facilities, as from that 
point forward admittance across the new armed forces 
reservation was often limited, and then usually in rela-
tion to road freight operations or to handle traffic for one 
of the abuilding compound’s military functions. The sole 

(Continued on page 19) 
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exception was for events at the original Meadow Brook 
Hunting and Polo Club, but then only by prior agree-
ment. In many ways this action sealed the final fate of 
the former Central Railroad of Long Island’s main line 
as a secondary branch, a status it had gained by the 
start of World War II. 

By September, 1917 the former grounds of Camp 
Black had indeed been rebuilt by the Army, but along 
with the former Hempstead Plains Aerodrome they were 
incorporated into the Air Service’s “Hazelhurst Aviation 
Field.” Traveling personnel then utilized the LIRR trolley 
shuttle for connecting access from Garden City to both 
the new air base and nearby Camp Mills (a supposedly 
temporary site that was initially disbanded in November) 
via the Clinton Road depot. Otherwise, special train 
movements from various points continued all the while 
to cycle regular troops in and out as the war raged on. 
Hazelhurst was soon expanded to include “Aviation 
Field Number 2” during early 1918 despite winter 
weather, located opposite of the earlier installation on 
the south side of the Central main line with the older 
flying facility then re-designated as Aviation Field Num-
ber 1. As the quantity of air-qualified and ground per-
sonnel quickly swelled for both locations, the LIRR trol-
ley shuttle grew to play a larger role in the base’s mobil-
ity and on February 17 it was re-extended for the benefit 
of uniformed staff, from the public crossing at Clinton 
Road back onto what was now a full-fledged military 
base (this less than a year after its standing as a full-
time recreational haven), depositing drab-enshrouded 
passengers at what had been the Uniondale Road 
grade crossing. By that time this formerly insignificant 
locale was in the middle of a rapidly developing cluster 
of warehouses and it was re-employed as a utility road-
way connecting the two flying fields. That small, incon-
clusive grade crossing (which carried other names and 
was shifted around, finally being transformed into 
“Selfridge Avenue” during later years) continued to be 
used by shuttle trolleys as the stop for Aviation Field 
Number 2 and later Mitchel Field. A more suitable high 
wooden platform was also constructed on the east side 
of the same grade crossing, being placed in service on 
February 26 and used by M.U. and steam-powered 
trains that brought soldiers by the battalion, groups of 
fliers and others to and from the New York area. Com-
mencing on April 6, 1918 a high percentage of Saturday 
and Sunday service from the Air Service complex was 
operated through to Pennsylvania Station, using M.U.s 
as a way to ferry armed forces personnel (with weekend 
passes) to and from the city’s attractions, while the 

shuttle trolley started running “around-the-clock” on April 
27 to maximize its utility for the base’s 24-hour comings 
and goings. 

After the war had wound down starting on the follow-
ing November 11, the Nassau County military complex 
became institutionalized. Aviation Field Number 1 was 
formally re-dedicated as “Roosevelt Field” on Septem-
ber 24, 1918 in honor of Theodore’s departed son 
Quentin, who was killed in action over in France during 
July, while Number 2 was designated Mitchel Field in 
April, 1919 as previously disclosed. As for Camp Mills, 
its transitory nature remained but more substantial facili-
ties were opened for ocean-bound soldiers passing 
through the site between April 4 of 1918 and Armistice 
Day, with the Clinton Road stop being used by regular 
Army troops embarking for France in formation, then 
returning in a like manner, after August 29. Its human 
tide was then reversed to accommodate returning veter-
ans and the wounded, this flow lasting into the following 
winter before the facility was gradually reduced in 
scope, then slowly and quietly shut down altogether by 
March 31, 1920. Apropos to the current era, one reason 
for an extended wind-out of the Camp Mills facility so 
long after the Armistice was its tragically on-going (and 
uncontrollable) suffer of waves of viral-based illness 
through the returning and standing troops through late 
1918 and much of 1919. Until now (i.e., 2021) the 
“Spanish Flu” had been the most infamous pandemic in 
modern American history. 

With the war seemingly concluded through the Treaty 
of Versailles, surrounding lands again became partly 
available for other purposes but the pre-1917 Meadow-
brook Golf Course had already been consumed in part 
by Mitchel Field. Ultimately a different course was reo-
pened under that name at a slightly different location, 
while those holes which remained at its original site be-
came a basis for one of the “dream” Long Island golf 
courses of that time, the famed Salisbury Country Club. 
On August 9 of 1919, the Long Island Rail Road’s trolley 
was restored to its pre-war service on a scaled-back 
schedule, shuttling from Garden City station to the Mer-
rick Avenue terminal (still entitled “Meadowbrook”), but 
now with an added way station to serve Mitchel Field at 
the (formerly modest) Uniondale Road crossing for the 
trolleys, as well as the adjacent (1918) high platform for 
specific uses. Naturally the regular weekend-only, 
through MUs of wartime for which it was installed were 
eliminated by a return to peacetime. As such at that 
time a bucolic, quiet character valiantly tried to return to 
the Central and the Hempstead Plains in general as 
before. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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