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FIRST FIVE R-211 CARS DELIVERED! 
by Jeff Erlitz 

This Monthôs 
Cover Photo: 
New York & North Shore 
Traction #10 (John 
Stephenson, 1907) at the 
Mineola terminal in 1909. 
Joseph Burt (1886-1971), 
photographer, Port 
Washington Public Library 
collection. 

The first five R-211 cars, 4060 and 4064 
(ñAò cars) and 4061-4062-4063 (ñBò cars), 
were delivered to the South Brooklyn Railway 
in the early morning hours of Tuesday, June 
29 and Wednesday, June 30. These cars had 
been delivered by truck from Kawasakiôs 
plant in Lincoln, Nebraska. Unlike many re-
cent car orders, these came delivered 
wrapped in protective tarps. 
The cars were transferred from truck to 
track via a prefabricated ramp placed atop 
the South Brooklyn track located inside the 
South Brooklyn Marine Terminal between 
First and Second Avenues immediately north 
of 39th Street. This is the track that connects 

the South Brooklyn to New York New Jersey 
Rail, operator of the trackage on First Avenue 
and in the old Bush Terminal Yard. 
The MTA held a press conference on 
Thursday morning, July 1, to introduce the 
new subway cars to the public. After the 
press conference ended, two NYC Transit 
diesels, with a rider car in between, coupled 
up to the R-211 set (using a coupler adapter) 
and dragged them to Coney Island Yard. 
They will eventually make their way to Pitkin 
Yard, to be tested on the Subdivision ñBò test 
track on the IND Rockaway Line north of 
Broad Channel. 

Andrew Grahl photograph 
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS EXPRESSES ITS DEEPEST 
APPRECIATION FOR 3 MEMBER DONATIONS 

IN MAY, 2021 

ERA is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt corporation. Your donations are fully tax deductible and can be made either with 
your 2021 renewal, or by using our donation form on our website: www.erausa.org/donate. Your donation helps to 
maintain ERAôs 87-year-long tradition of traction education and entertainment! 

AMOUNT DONOR(S)       

$100 and up Alfred Gaus Carl Jackson   
     
Up to $50 James Koryta    

SUBDIVISION ñAò CAR ASSIGNMENTS 
CARS REQUIRED JUNE 27, 2021 

LINE AM RUSH PM RUSH 

S  6 R-62A 6 R-62A 

The following is different from the assignment that appeared in the June, 2020 Bulletin and the update that ap-
peared in the October, 2020 Bulletin: 

Very recently, this writer had the privilege of touring 
some of the facilities of the Long Island Rail Roadôs 

East Side Access project. A ñpictorialò essay follows. 

(Continued on page 3) 

A GLIMPSE OF THE LIRRôs EAST SIDE ACCESS 
by Jeff Erlitz 

(Photographs by the author) 

First Five R-211 Cars Delivered! 
(Continued from page 1) 

The first two R -211 cars are delivered by truck to the South  
Brooklyn Railway in the early morning hours of June 29. View 
northeast at 39th Street and First Avenue.  
Max Diamond photograph 

The first two R -211 cars (4063 and 4064) wait in the oversize cargo 
holding area of the Goethals Bridge in the Bayway section of  
Elizabeth, New Jersey on the afternoon of June 28.  
Max Diamond photograph 
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