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BART by the Numbers
• BART estimates ridership in FY17
will average 429,000 trips on weekdays and 126 million trips annually.
• During peak commute hours, nearly
70,000 people ride through the
Transbay Tube in each direction.
• BART’s Pittsburg/Bay Point
(yellow) line carries the largest
number of people.

For over four decades, BART has been an efficient, reliable way for families, friends, and commuters to
safely reach their destinations. What started out as a futuristic dream in 1972 — then carrying approximately
170,000 passengers per week— has now grown to be a vital part of the regional culture and economy.
However, as the Bay Area’s population swells, BART faces the challenge of upgrading and updating its
nearly half century old infrastructure to meet the needs of a modern transit system. BART’s highly skilled
and dedicated workforce is putting enormous effort into developing a plan for the future, and we are
excited to work together toward a new era for BART transit.
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• Embarcadero and Montgomery
stations are the busiest in the
BART system. In FY16, over 		
180,000 trips were made to or
from these stations each weekday.
• Our top ridership day last year was
February 5, 2016 for the Super
Bowl City and NFL Experience
festivities — 528,679 trips!
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• BART has installed on-site solar
photovoltaic systems at four
locations for a total of over
1.4 million kWh/year, and plans
to add two more sites for an
additional 2.9 million kWh/year.
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• In 2016, BART adopted a Station
Access Policy which prioritizes the
most sustainable station access
modes, such as bikes, walking
and buses.
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• BART is increasing its use of low
carbon, zero-carbon and renewable
energy sources with the goal to
transition to a fully carbon-free
and then fully renewable electricity
portfolio in the near future.
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A Solution for Climate Change
• BART is the USA’s cleanest major
transit system in its class emitting
fewer pounds of CO2 per passenger
mile than any other transit system.*
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• Just over 1 million trips were
made to OAK last year, just in
time for the new connection’s
second anniversary.
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• BART directly serves SFO and
OAK, the nation’s 7th and 35th
busiest airports. Last year, over
4 million BART trips were made
to SFO alone — that’s almost
9% of all air travelers at SFO.
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Better BART, Better Bay Area
Over two-thirds of BART’s train cars are from 1972. What was cutting edge technology then is no longer
able to keep up with the pace of growth. In order to keep up with the dynamic people of the Bay Area,
we have set in motion a plan to offset the challenges of an increasingly stressed system.
Some of the work has already been done — BART will begin replacing its fleet of train cars starting at the
end of 2017— yet train cars make up just 11% of our total assets. Our train control system, train tracks,
stations, and other structures are also nearing retirement. In 10 years, if we continue down the current
path, nearly half of our assets will be at or past the end of their useful lives.

Building a Better BART
During the next decade, BART will build a better BART system by laying 90 miles of new rail, repairing
corroding tunnel walls and replacing its train control equipment. On November 8, 2016, voters
overwhelmingly passed Measure RR which provides BART with $3.5 billion to make BART safer, more
reliable and reduce freeway congestion as part of the “Building a Better BART” project. Thanks to
Measure RR, BART now only faces a capital investment shortfall of $1.3 billion over the next 10 years.
BART plans to use federal, state and local sources to close the funding gap.
* See Appendix 1 Heavy Rail Systems (page 11)
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/PublicTransportationsRoleInRespondingToClimateChange2010.pdf

